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SUBJECT: CHARGE AGAINST CASTILLO 

tv THE DEPARTMENT HAD NOT HEARD OF THE CHARGE AGAINST VICE 
PRESIDENT CASTILLO PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF REFTEL NOR HAS IT 
HEARD ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ANY OTHER COSTA RICANS. AS FAR 
AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, THE HONDURAN COMMISSION RAISED NO 
REPEAT NO QUESTION IN THIS REGARD WHILE HERE. 
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2. WITH REGARD TO CASTILLO'S 10,000 DOLLARS INVESTMENT IN 
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MC DONALD S RESTAURANTS IN HONDURAS, DEPARTMENT INFORMED 
THAT MINECON BENNATON OF HONDURAS ALSO HAS INVESTMENT IN 
THIS CHAIN. IT MAY BE THAT THIS "CONNECTION; BETWEEN 
BENNATON, WHO IS WIDELY RUMORED TO BE THE RECEPIENT OF THE 
UB BRIBE, AND CASTILLO IS WHAT IS GIVING RISE TO THESE 
RUMORS. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED. DEPARTMENT WOULD BE VERY INTERESTED 
IN LEARNING THE ORIGIN OF THIS ACCUSATION. (FOR PANAMA AND 
TEGUCIGALPA): REPORTS OF ANY PRESS ACCOUNTS ACCUSING 
CASTILLO OF COMPLICITY IN THE BANANA SCANDAL WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. (FOR SAN JOSE AND PANAMA) COULD THIS 
ALLEGATION HAVE ANY CONNECTION WITH UNEXPECTED VISIT OF 
PRESIDENT TORRIJOS REPORTED LAST WEEK? AS MATTER OF SHEER 

SPECULATION, WE WONDER WHETHER PANAMANIANS HAVE STARTED 
THIS RUMOR TO DRUM UP CA SUPPORT IN THEIR NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH UB BY MAKING IT APPEAR THAT UB IS ON VILIFICATION 
CAMPAIGN THROUGHOUT REGION. KISSINGER 
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